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enemy together. Our enemies need to
know they cannot wait us out, that
America will be strong.

If we fail to deliver this message and
to commit the troops General
McChrystal has asked for, the dangers
are very real. Let there be no doubt,
from everything we have heard, every-
thing we have learned, if we do not
send the additional troops, if we try to
stand off and use a fire-and-fallback
policy—that failed in Iraq until we
brought in the counterinsurgency
strategy that our NATO allies tried
without success in Afghanistan—not
only will the Taliban come back in,
they will come over the mountains,
and Taliban rule will be established in
Afghanistan. With Taliban rule comes
their sometimes witting, sometimes
unwitting allies—al-Qaida—which will
use it to establish the same kind of
base they had in Afghanistan prior to
the 9/11 attacks. Failure will embolden
the enemies of freedom who launched
the attacks of 9/11 from Afghanistan.

I call on President Obama to end this
indecision, commit to his own strat-
egy—which he announced so powerfully
last March and which I was proud to
support on the floor—and show the
American people and our allies the
same resolve and determination I heard
in his words this past spring. He said:

Our spirit is stronger and cannot be bro-
ken; you cannot outlast us, and we will de-
feat you.

It is time we delivered on that prom-
ise.

CZECH AND SLOVAK REPUBLICS

Madam President, I also have a state-
ment in recognition of the tremendous
success that has occurred in the Czech
Republic and the Slovak Republic since
1989. When the Soviet Union dissolved
in 1989, the people of Czechoslovakia
joined together to oust communism
and adopt democracy.

We have seen tremendous success in
the past 20 years. Remarkable changes
have taken place, as both the Czech Re-
public and the Slovak Republic have
sought and achieved membership in
NATO and moved to the kind of
progress and peace we expected for
them.

In 1989 the former Soviet Union was
in the final throes of a slow demise
which concluded in 1991. Many of the
former Soviet republics were in a state
of uncertainty as the situation deterio-
rated further.

In the fall and winter of 1989, the peo-
ple of Cgzechoslovakia joined many
other recently separated republics and
chose to oust communism and adopt
democracy through the Velvet Revolu-
tion. Twenty years ago the country
then known as Czechoslovakia freed
itself of communist control, instituted
democratic elections, and set out to
adapt its command economy to the free
market.

The remarkable swiftness which ush-
ered out the former government while
maintaining relative order and peace
was inspiring to the world as we
watched apprehensively the events un-
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folding. Cgzechoslovakia’s move away
from communism and toward greater
political independence, led to the even-
tual separation of the country into the
current Czech Republic and Slovak Re-
public.

During the past 20 years, remarkable
change has taken place as both the
Czech Republic and Slovak Republic
have sought and achieved membership
in the North Atlantic Treaty Organiza-
tion, NATO. The Czech Republic was
accepted as a member of NATO in 1999,
as was the Slovak Republic in 2004.
Both nations are now formal members
of both NATO and the United Nations,
and their military units now con-
tribute to important missions through-
out the globe and continue to play a
strategic role in the region.

Furthermore, the Czech Republic has
a local tie near to my heart associated
with its NATO admission. The docu-
ments of admission were signed at the
Presidential library of Missouri’s own
President Truman in Independence,
MO. As we work to pursue our mutual
interests, I wish both the Czech Repub-
lic and the Slovak Republic continued
success and prosperity as we work to-
ward mutual goals.

Madam President, I yield the floor.

———
RECESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate stands
in recess until 2:15 p.m.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 12:39 p.m.,
recessed until 2:15 p.m. and reassem-
bled when called to order by the Pre-
siding Officer (Mr. CARPER).

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Michigan is recognized.

————

UNEMPLOYMENT COMPENSATION
EXTENSION ACT OF 2009—Continued

Ms. STABENOW. Mr. President, I
wish to speak both about the substance
of the amendment in front of us that I
understand Senator REID and the dis-
tinguished chair of the Finance Com-
mittee, Senator BAUCUS, have put for-
ward, the substance of it and sup-
porting it, and also on the time it has
taken us to get to this point, which is
of tremendous concern to me. I know it
is also to many other people, certainly
people in the great State of Michigan,
which I represent.

I believe we are on week 5 of trying
to extend unemployment benefits for
people who, through no fault of their
own, have lost their jobs, are looking
for work, trying to hold things to-
gether, trying to keep a roof over their
families’ heads and keep food on the
table, and Michigan is getting cold, so
the heat is coming on. They are trying
to do that while looking for a job.

People want to work. People in
Michigan work and they want to work.
They are skilled and they are ready to
work. We know that for every one job
available, there are six people trying to
get that job. So we are in an extremely
difficult time. That is why we extended
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unemployment benefits in the Recov-
ery Act. I thank our President. We had
challenges under the previous Presi-
dent in being able to do that. President
Obama put that forward, and I am
grateful for his continual support and
all of our colleagues who supported
that.

But now we find that even as things
very slowly begin to turn in the econ-
omy, every day we still have 70,000 peo-
ple who are going off of their unem-
ployment insurance benefits and they
still cannot find a job. These are mid-
dle-class Americans who have played
by the rules, and what is happening is
not their fault. They are trying to keep
things going until they can find a job.

We have now spent weeks and weeks
trying to get to this bill. Since we
started debating this on the Senate
floor, as of today, 186,000 more people
have lost their benefits and are trying
to figure out what in the world they
are going to do for their families. That
is the situation we are in.

We have in front of us a very impor-
tant amendment that has been worked
on on a bipartisan basis. I congratulate
everyone who worked on this together.
I hope we will pass this quickly and
move on and send the right message to
people in this country that we get it,
that we understand what is going on
for families.

Let me speak about the amendment,
and then I will speak about the proc-
ess.

The amendment would allow an ex-
tension of 14 weeks for anyone who is
currently unemployed in their State
and qualifies for unemployment insur-
ance and an additional 6 weeks, total-
ing 20 weeks, for people in my great
State who have been hit too hard for
too long. So we need to get this passed.

There are other provisions that have
been combined with this. One of the
other successes—in fact, I am proud, as
the original author of cash for
clunkers, to have Congress talk about
that and the first-time home buyers
tax credit. That has helped the econ-
omy. We know there is an expiration of
the first-time home buyers $8,000 tax
credit, so we extend that. There are
other provisions in there as well.

There is another provision I am
proud to have helped champion in the
Finance Committee and now in this
legislation, which is to allow compa-
nies that are struggling in this econ-
omy to keep themselves going, to keep
people employed, to keep their lights
on, and to be able to get immediate
help with the net operating loss
carryback—it is the way they calculate
their losses—which will allow capital
to immediately flow for small, me-
dium, and large companies that are
cash-strapped. That capital will help
businesses be able to hire people, pur-
chase equipment, or to turn their busi-
nesses around to be able to keep things
going and keep their businesses going.
That is in this provision as well. It is
an important bipartisan effort.
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